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caught unawares and had no time even to deploy for battle. Seized
with panic they began to hack away the anchor ropes and retreated in
full sail to the Danube delta. Ushakov, however, compelled the
Turkish fleet to accept battle and, after a hot engagement, the enemy
took to his heels.

On the following day Ushakov continued his pursuit. The Turkish
flagship, set on fire by the Russian broadsides, sank, and another
66-gun battleship Lori of the Sea surrendered with all its crew. The
Turks' casualties were about 2,000 men killed and drowned, whib
Ushakov *s squadron had lost 21 men killed and 25 wounded. After
this engagement the Turkish fleet no longer represented an obstacle
to the land operations of the Russian army at Ismail.

By the spring of 1797 the Turks, having made good their losses in
ships, still had numerical superiority over the Russian Black Sea fleet.
The new Turkish naval commander gave his oath to the sultan that he
would deliver <eUshak.pasha" (as the Turks called the Russian admi-
ral) to him in a cage. By means of an excellent reconnaissance service
Ushakov kept the enemy under constant observation. Upon receiv-
ing information that the Turkish fleet was concentrating off cape Ka-
liakria under the protection of the shore batteries Ushakov decided
to attack on the Mussulman holiday. Most of the Turkish crew, unaware
of the Russians' approach, were enjoying themselves ashore, Ushakov
suddenly appeared before the amazed Turks, sailed past under battery
fire, and cut off the Turkish fleet from the shore. A panic broke out
among the Turks some of whose ships began filing on each other and
collided. Ushakov on board the flagship plunged into the thick of the
fray and setting an example by his own personal valour poured volleys
of grapeshot from his guns at close range. The Turkish fleet was once
more routed.

Conclusion ol Jassy Treaty. The capture of Ismail by Suvorov
and Ushakov *s victory on the sea decided the issue of the war.

In 1791 a peace treaty was signed at Jassy, by which Turkey ceded
to Russia the coast between the Southern Bug and the Dniester and
agreed to recognize the incorporation of the Crimea into Russia. The
Second Turkish War gave Russia complete supremacy on the northern
coast of the Black Sea. Thus ended the century-old struggle for
access to the ice-free waters of the Black Sea, essential to Russia's
economic development. But Turkey still retained possession of the
territory of present-day Moldavian Soviet Socialist Republic,
which like the Ismail region had been part of the Kiev state in
ancient times,

The War with Sweden. Simultaneously with the Turkish war
Russia waged a war against Sweden (1788*1790). Sweden had taken
advantage of the Russo-Turkish war to attempt to deprive Russia of
the Baltic coast. However, all the attempts of the Swedes to break